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. THE BRITISH®BROADCASTING (RPORATION

Head Office : Broadcasting House, London, W.1

Caversham Park, Reading, Berks. A

TELEPHONE : READING 721742

Reference:
07..43. MAF

Colonei L.K. White,

F.B.I.3.,

2430 B Street, NW, 4th April 19%0
washington 25, D.C.

Dear Red,

I have been giving careful considerction to your letter of
Bth February and must apologise for the delay in sending you a reply.

I am interested to hear that you are still considering the
curteiiment of your public distribution of monitoring re.orts in the
U.S. 4., On this side of the Atlantic we recognise that we face at least
some risk resulting from the public distribution of our documents, under
three headings -

a) Breach of Copyright. Vie recoznise that an element of risk exists
but we think it more likely thati any organisation which sought to
meke a clain against us on this score would first approach us to
obtein an ennusl subscription rather than risk offence by taking
precipitat e legal action.

b) Defamation and Libel. Again we must adnit that an element of risk
exists to a degree probably greater than under a). We believe,
however, that the risik of heavy damages is to some extent minimdsed
by the notice which we uisplay on our publications, as follows :-

"The BBC can accept no responsibility for the truth or accuracy
of the original broadcasts nor can it accepi responsibiiity for
any claim for defamation or infringement of copyright arising
out of their publication.®

At the same time our editors are instructed to exercise al. care in
thegse matters and to seek advice when in doubt.

¢) Contempt of Court. The laws coverins Contemot of Courl are, 1 beileve,
more strict in this country than in the Unit.d States, and it is
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necessary or us to exercise every care to avoid contempt by the
publication o any comment or facts w.ici mi~ht prajudice any verson
under trial. s good recmt example of tuls is the cuse of the
atomic scientist rfuchs. in tiis case we s:ould have been guildy

of gross ccntempt if we had incorvorated in any of our documents

the volume ol radio corument widch was intercectod eltner {rom Americn
or otiher cocuntries. QuviousLy, however, theue comments were of
vitel interest to the Briiish autrorities, und to avoid Contempt

of vourt we were chiifed to provide for the sejarate and confidential
distribution to intercsted Goverament departments only. this, of
course, made auditisnat wora for ocur suwall.

You will realise therefore that the public distribution of our
documents not only adas to our res.onsibiiities wut also to some extent to
QUT WOTK. It is aiso clear that the actnal financial return from tnis
pubiic dissemination is not in proportion 1 the treubie involved.

In suite of the avove reservations, however, we have now reached
& firm conclusion thal the publication of our reports is in tne publiic
interest. in this view ve are strong.y supcorted by thie Britisn Foreign
Oftfice. There are a variety of couleg which, to & zreater or less cegree,
mcueid public opinion. Under t:iils heaains we inciu+e the rress, universities,
the Churches, anu various institutions undertaking research. It is felt
that cur monitorin: recorts represenl a major source of inforaation not
onsy of ~enerai events ana affairs abroad, tut in varticutar regaraing the
opoliticel aims of Soviet Russia and countries benind tne Iron Curtain.
ruplic zuovreciution oi tiaese aims, it is feit, encourasges not only understanding
of but su.port for pritisn forelgn policy.

ror these reasons veu for cur ocart, wish to continue public
distrivuiion of monitoring re orts as belfore, and it would owvious.y be most
convenient 10 the sume vroczdure could be foliowad in woth countries.
e woprecicte, novever, thot the legsl uosition in the U.S.A. 1s raiher more
complicated tasn here and would be ;lad to be kept intormed of your discussions,
varticulariy i! toere is sny cuestion of limiting the distribution of the
monitored material widich we obiain from you under cur broad reciprocal
arrecient. Perns 8 we can discuss tils further when I am in Washington.

Yours sincerely,

,//’j::::izz e S P
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